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New Introduction for the Second Edition 

 Well, while he wouldn’t call it “fake news,” I could certainly expect a deep breath, long 

dramatic pause, and a loud “WRONG!” from our new president, Donald Trump. Like most 

major networks, political organizations, political scientists, and most of the American public, I 

was shocked when the results came in that historic Tuesday night. While anyone who has read 

this paper previously would know, I was not thrilled with President Trump’s nomination for 

president by the Republican Party. Likewise, I am not thrilled with the idea of Mr. Trump being 

our president. However, I am elated that Hillary Clinton was defeated, so I will cut my losses 

here, be as grateful as I can be for the result, and offer nothing but support for the new president 

going forward. 

 President Trump’s election, however, negates very few of the claims made in this paper, 

and the fact still remains that there is a lot of history working against him. In order to enjoy a 

successful presidency, Trump has more to prove than perhaps any president in history. 53.9% of 

the country voted for a different candidate, and he did lose to Clinton in the popular vote. In 

order to overcome his history, he must do what he has been promising since the beginning: Make 

America Great Again. This is not an impossible task for the new president. There is not a doubt 

in my mind that he wants to be successful, or that he wants to go down in history as a great 

leader who steered the country back on track in a time of great peril. However, there will not be 

any making America great again if President Trump spends the next four years fighting with 

Congress and referring to federal judges who disagree with him as “so-called judges.”A Based on  

———————————- 
 A. Donald J. Trump, Twitter post, February 4, 2017, 8:12 a.m., http://twitter.com/
realDonaldTrump 
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his actions thus far, it may be beneficial for the president to audit a constitutional law class and 

come to terms with the fact that the American presidency does not entitle him to unlimited and 

unchecked power. The Constitution grants no authority to the president to either make laws, nor 

to interpret the Constitution (those powers belonging to Congress and the Supreme Court 

respectively). His power is limited to enforcement of the laws passed by Congress, and 

enforcement of the Supreme Court’s rulings. Of course he may issue executive orders to 

government agencies implementing his desired policies, but this power is only legitimized when 

it falls in line with the current legislation passed by Congress, or is the result of a Supreme Court 

decision. The circumstances surrounding the recent retraction of the House bill to repeal and 

replace the Affordable Care Act are not the promising signs we would hope for in a Trump 

presidency, and only serves to display the disunity he and his tactics brought to the Republican 

Party as congressmen and women of his own party see fit to obstruct his agenda. President 

Trump must accept that his power is not unlimited and that the legislative and judicial branches 

of government are not inferior to him, and are considered his equals by the Constitution. If, and 

only if, President Trump comes to terms with these facts, and discontinues the childlike and 

offensive behavior displayed during the campaign and continues to display on Twitter, will the 

president be able to accomplish his promised goal to Make America Great Again. 

The Original First Edition Text 

 Picture, if you will, a nominating contest for a major party candidate for President of the 

United States. Among the seventeen persons who have put themselves forward for consideration 

you have nine past and present governors, four current U.S. senators, and the star of a reality 
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television show. One would hope that the only rational world in which the reality TV star would 

beat out such qualified opponents for the nomination would be the faux worlds we see depicted 

on our favorite reality shows. But on May 4, 2016, The Apprentice star Donald J. Trump won the 

Republican Party’s nomination for President of the United States, as all other candidates had 

ended their bids by this date. This nomination catapulted us into this twilight zone of an election 

in which our choices are this reality TV star and a career politician whom only 11% of voters* 

believe to be trustworthy.1 Despite the shamefully small percentage of voters who trust the latter, 

Hillary Clinton will almost definitely win the presidency this year. “Why is that?” ask most 

rational people. “Why is it that someone with such a low number in the trustworthiness category 

is practically a shoo-in to win the election?” It is because the Republican electorate selected the 

least qualified candidate from their crop to oppose her. Almost all general election polling 

throughout the primary showed us that Donald Trump would lose to Hillary Clinton in 

November, and yet his support kept growing. Despite inappropriate behavior such as suggesting 

that reporter Megyn Kelly was asking him tough questions because she was menstruating,2 

———————————- 
 * The poll presented was conducted online August 8-14, 2016 among a national sample 
of 15,179 adults who reported that they were registered to vote. 

 1. Spiering, Charlie. “NBC Poll: Only 11 Percent Think Hillary Is Honest and 
Trustworthy - Breitbart.” Breitbart News. August 16, 2016. Accessed October 13, 2016. http://
www.breitbart.com/2016-presidential-race/2016/08/16/nbc-poll-11-percent-think-hillary-honest-
trustworthy/ 

 2. TP Clips. “Trump Suggests Megyn Kelly Was On Her Period.” YouTube video, 0:41. 
Posted [Aug 7, 2015]. https://youtu.be/H2swXOPDcHg 
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skipping a GOP debate because he did not want 

to answer any more questions from Kelly,3 on 

one debate he did have the decency to show up 

for he alluded to the size of his penis,4 

discounting the suffering endured by Senator 

John McCain as a prisoner of war in Vietnam,5 

proposing a complete and total shutdown of 

immigrants entering the United States based on their religion,6 and questioning a competitor’s 

fitness to run for president based on her appearance.7 Please be reminded that these are only a 

few of the offenses committed by Donald Trump just during the primary season. Through offense 

after offense, Donald Trump displayed himself to the American public as a racist, a sexist, and a 

narcissist. This is especially problematic when the Republican Party is already fighting 

stereotypes of being full of racist and sexist voters. But despite all of these offenses, his numbers 

kept improving. He perhaps put this phenomenon best when he said “I have the most loyal 

people… I could stand in the middle of Fifth Avenue and shoot somebody and I wouldn’t lose 

———————————- 
 4. Patriotic Populism. “Donald Trump Boasts About His Penis Size At GOP Debate.” 
YouTube video, 0:25. Posted [Mar 3, 2016]. https://youtu.be/vm-fQDLEHfQ 

 5. Latest news. “Trump on John McCain ‘I like people who weren’t captured.’” YouTube 
video, 0:28. Posted [Jul 18, 2015]. https://youtu.be/MOfWErz5zB4 

 6. Donald J. Trump. “Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown…” 
YouTube video, 1:29. Posted [Dec 8, 2015]. https://youtu.be/LRxozK6Bpvk  

 7. CNN. “Donald Trump attacks Carly Fiorina’s looks.” YouTube video, 1:25. Posted 
[Sep 9, 2015]. https://youtu.be/HE1wRL-BRo0 
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any voters… it’s like, incredible.”8  

 What is even more incredible about the preceding statement than its own outrageous 

nature is that Trump appears to be immensely proud of such a loyal political following. In most 

cases when you are a part of a group that will follow their leader through any questionable 

conduct he may commit, shooting someone on Fifth Avenue definitely qualifying as the 

aforementioned questionable conduct, you are considered to be in a cult. If you are not disturbed 

by the nature of this type of following, consider also that on October 8, a video was released in 

which Donald Trump is heard making derogatory claims about women, boasting of his freedom 

to do what he wants based on his celebrity status, and graphic descriptions of what he likes to do 

in such situations. One claim that he makes is “I moved on her like a bitch, but I couldn’t get 

there. And she was married… Then all of a sudden I see her, she’s now got the big phony tits and 

everything. She’s totally changed her look.”9 He then goes on to make a statement that has many 

people questioning if Trump is referring to a sexual assault: “I just start kissing them. It’s like a 

magnet. Just kiss. I don’t even wait. And when you’re a star, they let you do it… You can do 

anything… Grab them by the pussy… You can do anything.”10 These comments alone, putting 

aside basic human decency for a moment, call in to question whether or not Trump is even a 

———————————- 
 8. ABC News. “Donald Trump Says He Could ‘Shoot Somebody’ Without Losing Votes.” 
YouTube video, 1:06. Posted [Jan 23, 2016]. https://youtu.be/rMmiLWDpCno 

 9. Fahrenthold, David A. “Trump recorded having extremely lewd conversation about 
women in 2005.” Washington Post. October 8, 2016. Accessed October 14, 2016. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-recorded-having-extremely-lewd-conversation-about-
women-in-2005/2016/10/07/3b9ce776-8cb4-11e6-bf8a-3d26847eeed4_story.html 

 10. Ibid. 
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reasonably qualified candidate to represent the Republican Party in the general election. The 

Republican Party is the conservative party in our two-party system. Conservative author William 

J. Bennett claims that one of the core principles of conservatism is the importance of traditional 

values, stating that such values include “good moral values—old fashioned virtues like honesty, 

courage, compassion, and responsibility.”11 He 

goes on to state that conservatives believe that 

“there are rules of right and wrong behavior that 

have come down to us through the centuries and 

apply to all.”12 Thinking about this facet of the 

definition, can any reasonable argument be made 

justifying Trump’s comments as keeping in line 

with these values? 

  
 Even Trump’s apology for the statements defies the conservatives’ definition of 

traditional values. In his apology, Trump appears unable to admit that his comments even 

warranted an apology. While admitting he was wrong, he dismissed the statements’ importance 

as being “locker-room talk” and called the whole thing “a distraction from the issues we are 

facing today,” and that his foolish words are “much different than the words and actions of Bill  

———————————- 
 11. William J. Bennett and John T. E. Cribb, America the Strong: Conservative Ideas to 
Spark the Next Generation, 1st ed. (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2015), 186. 

 12. Ibid. 
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Clinton.”13 Two problems exist here. The first is that Trump obviously failed to recognize the 

depth of the hurt he caused to American women, particularly those who were supporting him 

prior to the leak. This is evident in the fact that he glosses over the “I’m sorry” part of the 

apology and is quick to reallocate the blame to the media sensationalizing the video. The second 

problem is his attempt at redirection of blameworthiness on Bill Clinton, who is not even his 

opponent in the race. This is yet another example of Trump’s narcissism as he seems to believe 

he can get away with this by deflecting blame elsewhere. Everyone in America knows Bill 

Clinton lied about his sexual relationship with Monica Lewinsky, but the fact that Bill Clinton 

was involved in such a relationship is of no relevance to the comments Donald Trump made in 

the video. The simple reason for that assertion is that Donald Trump is supposed to be 

representing the Republican Party in this race. If he is to do so, he cannot excuse his behavior 

with the fact that a former president of the opposite party acted where he only spoke. He should 

be holding himself to a higher standard than Bill Clinton, but instead has chosen to use him to 

excuse his own behavior rather than accept responsibility for his comments. 

 Another part of Trump’s apology that Republicans should take issue with is the lie that 

came at the end of the statement. He claimed that he regrets the words he said in the video, 

promotes the excuse that it was a long time ago, and that anyone who knows him “knows these 

words don’t reflect who I am.”14 On the contrary, the words spoken by Trump in the leaked video 

———————————- 
 13. Fahrenthold, David A. “Trump recorded having extremely lewd conversation about 
women in 2005.” Washington Post. October 8, 2016. Accessed October 14, 2016. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-recorded-having-extremely-lewd-conversation-about-
women-in-2005/2016/10/07/3b9ce776-8cb4-11e6-bf8a-3d26847eeed4_story.html 

 14. Ibid. 
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only serve to reinforce the already present idea in American voters that he does not respect 

women in the manner that a gentleman should, especially one claiming to be a Republican. 

Recall that it was during this election cycle that he came under fire for disrespectful comments 

towards women when he insinuated that Megyn Kelly asked him tough questions during the 

debate because she was menstruating, and questioned Carly Fiorina’s capability to be president 

based on the look of her face. These comments cannot be excused by saying “well, that was the 

old me.” These comments show us that the same Trump that made the lewd comments back in 

2005 is the same man currently running for president. Such unacceptable comments should not 

result in increased support. They insult, demean, and degrade women, are un-American, and 

more specifically un-Republican, in nature. 

 Given the leaked video, it is not surprising that Trump’s poll numbers have decreased in 

the week since the video was released. Under normal circumstances, supporters of a falling 

candidate would be out campaigning on behalf of their candidate, trying to convince as many 

people as possible that the supported candidate was deserving of their vote. However, because 

Donald Trump’s supporters have proven to be an anomaly, a slightly different approach has taken 

place. NBC News reported on October 12 that some “Trump supporters demand 

#RepealThe19th, the amendment that gave women the right to vote.”15 So instead of working to 

convince women that Trump was in fact sorry and did not mean what he said all those years ago, 

his supporters contend instead that the best solution is to disenfranchise half of the American 

electorate. Perhaps the most disheartening part of this approach was that it was predictable 

———————————- 
 15. NBC News, Twitter post, October 12, 2016, 4:00 p.m., http://twitter.com/NBCNews 
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behavior of Trump’s cult ofsupporters, who apparently would continue to support him if he stood 

out on Fifth Avenue and shot somebody.  

 Republican voters were warned of the consequences of a Donald Trump nomination well 

ahead of time. In December 2015 and January 2016, before any primaries or caucuses had been 

held, public opinion polling showed that 

Donald Trump was not one of the 

Republican candidates who could beat 

Hillary Clinton in November. Some 

examples of this include a Fox News 

Poll16 and a CNN Poll17 from this time 

period. Yet despite evidence that a Trump 

nomination would inevitably result in a Clinton presidency, Republicans actually voted for him 

once the primaries and caucuses began. Following Trump’s Super Tuesday victories, prominent 

Republicans began widely publicizing their concerns. Most prominent of these was 2012 

Republican Nominee Mitt Romney. In addition to a scathing speech about the frontrunner, he 

also posted a series of tweets on the subject. “Here’s what I know. Donald Trump is a phony, a 

———————————- 
 16. "Fox News Poll: 2016 GOP Race, Trump's Muslim Ban, Terrorism & ISIS." Fox 
News. December 18, 2015. Accessed October 28, 2016. http://www.foxnews.com/politics/
interactive/2015/12/18/fox-news-poll-2016-gop-race-trump-muslim-ban-terrorism-isis/ 

 17. "2016 Republicans: CNN/ORC Poll Full Results." CNN. January 26, 26. Accessed 
October 28, 2016. http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/26/politics/poll-republicans-results-cnn-orc/
index.html 
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fraud. His promises are as worthless as a degree from Trump University.”18 “A person so 

untrustworthy and dishonest as Hillary Clinton must not become president. But a Trump 

nomination enables her victory.”19 “Trump says he admires Vladimir Putin, while he was called 

George W. Bush a liar. That is a twisted example of evil trumping good.”20 In these tweets, 

Romney points out several valid reasons for a true Republican to vote against Donald Trump. In 

the first tweet he is referring to the then popular belief that Trump may have been planted to 

ensure an election victory for his friend, Hillary Clinton. In the second, he points out the public 

polling that showed Trump was the least likely Republican contender to beat Hillary Clinton in 

November, as discussed earlier. And in the third, he further exploits Trump’s apparent disrespect 

for the Republican Party, from his 

disgraceful comments about 

prominent Republican leaders to 

taking up policy positions that 

were not reflective of the 

traditional values of the 

Republican Party. These are only 

a few examples of the red flags 

———————————- 
 18. Mitt Romney, Twitter post, March 3, 2016, 8:49 a.m., http://twitter.com/MittRomney 

 19. Mitt Romney, Twitter post, March 3, 2016, 8:44 a.m., http://twitter.com/MittRomney 

 20. Mitt Romney, Twitter post, March 3, 2016, 8:40 a.m., http://twitter.com/MittRomney 
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that Republican voters should have taken note of before casting their ballots, eventually making 

Donald Trump the Republican nominee for president. 

 Fast forward to October, one month before the general election. October 8 was the day 

the audio recording of Trump’s lewd comments was released, and it was followed by the 

withdrawal of the Republican support for the nominee that had been 

reluctantly given to the nominee. On the very same day of the audio 

leak, 2008 Republican Nominee John McCain tweeted “[t]here  

are no excuses for Donald Trump’s offensive behavior. Cindy & I 

will not vote for him.”21 In his full statement, he added the he “will 

write in the name of some good conservative Republican who is 

qualified to be President.”22 Mitt Romney did not miss the opportunity to continue his public 

attacks of Donald Trump, stating that “[s]uch vile degradations demean our wives and daughters 

and corrupt America’s face to the world.”23 Former contender for the GOP’s 2016 presidential 

nomination Carly Fiorina published perhaps a much more scathing review of Trump’s comments: 

  “Donald Trump does not represent me or my party. I understand the responsibility 
  of Republicans to support their nominee. Our nominee has weighty   
  responsibilities as well. Donald Trump has manifestly failed in these   
  responsibilities… Today I ask Donald Trump to step aside and for the RNC to   
———————————- 
 21. John McCain, Twitter post, October 8, 2016, 2:38 a.m., http://twitter.com/
SenJohnMcCain 

 22. McCain, John. "STATEMENT BY SENATOR JOHN McCAIN WITHDRAWING 
SUPPORT OF DONALD TRUMP." McCain.Senate. October 8, 2016. Accessed October 29, 
2016. http://www.mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=774F9EE9-
B0F1-4CC6-8659-945EB6E09A5F 

 23. Mitt Romney, Twitter post, October 7, 2016, 5:10 p.m., http://twitter.com/
MittRomney 
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  replace him with Gov. Mike Pence.”24 

Fiorina was not the only person to call for Trump to step down, which of course was an action he 

refused, and as Republicans at all levels of government began pulling their endorsements (or 

validating their earlier refusal to endorse the nominee) the biggest blow came when House 

speaker Paul Ryan withdrew his support and prompted other members of Congress to do the 

same if it was necessary to maintain hold of their district.25  

 What Paul Ryan is acknowledging is a sobering fact for Republicans across the country: 

Hillary Clinton will be the next president of the United States. With that in mind, Ryan’s focus 

has been diverted to the GOP’s last hope for 2016, that it maintain its hold on both the Senate 

and the House in order to limit her influence as much as possible. This is the only way to protect 

the Supreme Court from the activist judges she will nominate, and that a Democratic-controlled 

Senate would appoint with glee. This is the only way to ensure that Republican policies continue 

to be at the forefront of the legislative process, despite another four years with a Democrat in the 

White House. Like it or not, this is the best outcome Republicans can reasonably hope for come 

election day. And when inauguration day comes and the second Clinton presidency becomes 

official, who will be to blame? The answer is the constituency of the Republican Party. The 

Republican Party voters nominated a candidate with absolutely no chance of winning the 

———————————- 
 24. Carly Fiorina, Twitter post, October 8, 2016, 8:45 a.m., http://twitter.com/Carly 
Fiorina 

 25. "Ryan Will Stop Defending Trump, Tells GOP Lawmakers to Do What’s Best in Their 
Districts." KTLA. October 10, 2016. Accessed October 29, 2016. http://ktla.com/2016/10/10/
ryan-will-stop-defending-trump-tells-gop-lawmakers-to-do-whats-best-in-their-districts/ 
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November election, despite having all of the evidence of that fact prior to any primaries or 

caucuses were held. Republican voters nominated a racist candidate who received an 

endorsement from the KKK. The Republican Party nominated a sexist candidate, who’s behavior 

and comments defy the core traditional values of the party itself. And so what if Bill Clinton 

displayed a disrespect for women too? It does not matter! If the Republican Party wants to lay 

claim to being the party of traditional values, their justification for their nominee’s comments 

cannot be to divert blame to Bill Clinton, especially when he is not on the ticket. So when 

Republicans watch Hillary’s inauguration in January, the old white people cannot blame it on the 

misguided youth or the pot-smoking hippies. The conservative businessmen who were enamored 

by Trump’s success cannot blame it on the people who do not work and take government 

handouts. They will only have themselves to blame. The party willingly nominated a candidate 

with no chance of winning. Republican voters made their bed, and now they have to lie in it. So 

congratulations to everyone who voted for Donald Trump in the 2016 primaries, you have 

successfully elected Hillary Clinton as your next president. 

New Conclusion for the Second Edition 

 Considering the election results, the last line of this paper is quite comical. This paper 

was born out of a deep-rooted disgust at what the major parties’ nomination processes had given 

the American electorate. As was stated in the paper, Hillary Clinton had a poor trustworthy rating 

from the American public at-large, yet was still poised to win the election based on all available 

poll-data. The fact that Mr. Trump was able to win the election was a shocking anomaly that will 
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be studied and debated in political science for years to come and will certainly be remembered as 

a turning point in American politics.  

 But I will reiterate that his success negates almost none of the points made in this paper. 

The only incorrect assertion made in the initial paper was that he was going to lose to Hillary 

Clinton. Ever other assertion, every despicable statement, action, and tweet are real, and cannot 

be retracted. As a result of his behavior, President Trump has little ground to stand on regarding 

his frustration with the American public and members of other branches of government for being 

skeptical of his abilities and even afraid of what damage he might inflict upon the country as a 

result of his behavior and inexperience. In order to be successful he cannot constantly be at war 

with Congress and the Supreme Courts. He needs these people with political experience and who 

share most of his viewpoints on his side to help him navigate the political world in which he now 

finds himself. Failure to do so, whether through ignoring their advice, belittling or insulting 

them, or fighting battles he cannot and will not win against them, will result in an implosion in 

his chances at presidential success at a time in American history when we have no room to 

accommodate such an implosion. As the president’s first 100 days begin to come to a close, he 

will find himself and his actions being assessed and examined more than ever, and he must be 

able to cope with this fact. Judgements are being made about his presidency all day, every day, 

and if he does not tone down his own disrespectful behavior or continues to wage war with his 

political counterparts, he will continue to be met with disrespect and war from the American 

people.  

 I will close with this plea to Mr. Trump. “You have a lot of people to win over. You won 

the election fair and square, but that does not negate the fact that 53.9% of the American people 
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wanted somebody else. This is a great obstacle that you have to overcome. Please remember that 

as you work to overcome this obstacle, you are representing the Republican Party in the White 

House. The party of morals, the party of values, the party of conservatism. Your actions as that 

representative will have a tremendous impact on the party and conservatism as a whole for 

decades to come. I know and understand that the American people as a whole are not giving you 

the respect you deserve as their president, but stooping to their level of disrespect and childlike 

behavior is what I would expect of a Democrat in your current position. I expect more from a 

Republican. So please, for the sake of the future prospects of conservative principles in America, 

behave honorably in this office. Behave appropriately in this office. Behave presidential in this 

office.” 
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